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ALT 1010– Rise and Fall of Ancient Rome (3 credits) 
Winter Term AY25–26


Instructor Information
Isabella Reinhardt, ireinhardt@uaustin.org
Office hours: TBA; otherwise by appointment

Course Meeting Schedule
10:00-11:15 T/TH in classroom TBA
11:30-12:45 T/TH in classroom TBA

Required Text(s)
Robert Fitzgerald (trans.). 1983. The Aeneid of Virgil, ISBN 0307819017
Course Reader

Course Description
This course is a general introduction to the cultural and intellectual history of ancient Rome from its founding to the high empire. Why was ancient Rome able to conquer and rule most of the Mediterranean world? What did ancient Romans believe? What kind of debates did they have? What is distinctive about ancient Roman culture, and how did it change over time? Through independent reading, guided reading, lectures, and in-class discussion, you will acquire a substantial introductory knowledge of the cultural and intellectual history of ancient Rome.

[bookmark: _headingh.1fob9te]This course, The Rise and Fall of Ancient Rome, is one of six courses that serve as the Center Foundations for the Center for Arts and Letters and that connect the ancient world to the present day. Each course is 3 credits for a total of 18. Any student in any year of study is welcome to take one or more of these courses. The courses can be taken in historical order from the founding of ancient Rome to the beginning of World War II but can also be taken independently of each other or in a different sequence. Students wishing to join the Center for Arts and Letters normally complete most, if not all, of the six Center Foundations courses by the end of their sophomore year and are required to complete all six by no later than the end of their junior year. 


Course Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, a student will be able to:
Relate ancient Roman art, literature, and ideas to their intellectual and historical context.
Compare and contrast the Roman Republic and the Roman Empire.
Understand the transition from Republic to Empire from the perspective of ancient Greek and Roman authors.
Explain the importance of the Punic Wars and the Conflict of the Orders.
Explain the Roman reception of Greek philosophy and literature.

Course Policies
Please turn off electronic devices before class begins. Laptops, mobile phones, tablets, etc. are prohibited. 
Bringing the assigned reading to each class is a requirement. After an initial warning, each failure to bring the reading to class will deduct one point from your final grade.
Quizzes missed due to unexcused tardiness or unexcused absence cannot be made up.
The final course examination will be held during the university-wide exam week. 
No makeup exams will be given unless you have a prior excusal or are sick in quarters. 
It is your responsibility to arrange for a makeup exam if required. 

Assessment
Grade weighting will be:
Quizzes 25%.
Midterm exam 25%.
Take-home assignment 25%
Final exam 25%. 

Grading Policy
Course grades are on a 100-point scale. All professors are required to target a course average of 85/100. See the UATX Academic Catalog for complete grading policy details.


Attendance and Tardiness Policy
 Attendance is mandatory. Punctuality and attendance will be noted. 
Each student may miss 10% of classes for any reason, with no excuse needed, and without penalty, i.e., 1, 2, or 3 classes, respectively, in a 1.5, 3, or 4.5 credit course. Each additional absence (for any reason) will result in a 4% or 6% or 12% final grade penalty for a 4.5 or 3.0 or 1.5 credit course, respectively.
Tardiness of 20 minutes or more counts as an unapproved absence.
Missing more than 25% of the classes in a course without medical excuse, including "free" absences, will result in failing the course.
Medical absences must be approved by the University Dean and communicated by the Dean to the instructor.

Accessibility Statement
Please review the University Accessibility Statement in the student catalog. Students having
special needs should email accomodations@uaustin.org.

Disability Support Services: The university will make reasonable accommodations for students
with disabilities in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans
with Disabilities Act. The purpose of accommodations is to provide equal access to educational
opportunities for eligible students with academic and/or physical disabilities.

Academic Misconduct
Instructors at UATX have the authority to assess possible plagiarism, unauthorized use of
artificial intelligence, and other forms of cheating in their courses. Normally, cheating will result
in failing the assignment. 

Course outline (subject to change)

	Week
	Day
	Class topic

	1
	Tuesday 1/6
	

	
	Thursday 1/8
	The Founding of the Republic
 
· Livy, Ab Urbe Condita, 1.1-16 
· Polybius, The Histories, 6.3-18
· Plutarch, Life of Numa

	2
	Tuesday 1/13
	The Conflict of the Orders
  
· Livy 2. 22-33  
· Plutarch, Life of Cato the Censor


	
	Thursday 1/15
	The Punic Wars

· Livy 21.1-5, 22.44-49 

	3
	Tuesday 1/20
	Graecia capta: The Roman Reception of Greece

· Catullus and Sappho
· Sallust, War with Catiline, excerpt

	
	Thursday 1/22
	Plautus and Roman Comedy

· Plautus, Miles Gloriosus

	4
	Tuesday 1/27
	Crisis of the Roman Republic

· Sallust, War with Catiline, excerpts 
·  Plutarch, Tiberius Gracchus 8-21 

	
	Thursday 1/29
	First triumvirate 

· Caesar, Civil Wars, excerpts

	5
	Tuesday 2/3
	Second Triumvirate 

· Cicero, 2nd Philippic
· Res Gestae

	
	Thursday 2/5
	Midterm

	6
	Tuesday 2/10
	Principate, Augustan social and artistic program
 
· Virgil, Aeneid, books 1 & 2

	
	Thursday 2/12
	Aeneid

· Virgil, Aeneid, books 3 & 4

	7
	Tuesday 2/17
	Aeneid

· Virgil, Aeneid, books 5 & 6

	
	Thursday 2/19
	Aeneid

· Virgil, Aeneid, books 7 & 8

	8
	Tuesday 2/24
	Aeneid

· Virgil, Aeneid, books 9 & 10

	
	Thursday 2/26
	Aeneid

· Virgil, Aeneid, books 11 & 12

	9
	Tuesday 3/3
	The Roman Empire, Julio-Claudians 

· Tacitus, Annals, selections

	
	Thursday 3/5
	Seneca the Younger, Philosophy and Tragedy 

· Seneca, Consolatio ad Marciam 
· Seneca, Thyestes 

	10
	Tuesday 3/10
	High Empire 

· Pliny the Elder, Natural History 36, selections
· Tacitus, Agricola, selections

	
	Thursday 3/12
	Second Sophistic
 
· Apuleius, The Golden Ass, selections 

	11
	
	Final
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